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Peterborough Bus Rally 
 

Programme and 
Timetables 

 

 

 
Sunday 10th June 2007 

 

11:00 – 16:00 
 

Sacrewell Farm 
 

www.pbr.dsl.pipex.com 
 



1967 Bristol MW6G    HDV638E 
This bus was supplied new to Western National/Royal Blue. Transferred to 
Newquay in 1969. It later worked in the London Country area, Stoke on Trent, 
and Liverpool. Now in Nottinghamshire 
 
1969 Bedford J2 Embassy   MVE 400H 
Originally a hospital bus used for recuperative seaside trips this bus is being 
lovingly restored and is based in Cambridgshire. 
 
1973 Bristol RELL6G    YFM283L 
This bus has a Gardner engine and Eastern Coachworks body. It was 
originally operated by Crosville Motor Services until 1988. It is now based in 
Northamptonshire 
 
1979 Leyland Leopard Duple Dominant 2    EAP937V 
Used by Southdown for the National Express London to Brighton route until 
1987. Since owned by a several private operators. Currently in preservation in 
Norfolk. 
 
1980 Leyland PSU 3 Duple Dominant    EXI6301 
Delivered new to Excelsior of Dinnington this coach has had a variety of 
operators. It has been operated by Transit Express Travel of Nottingham since 
2000 and is still in service. 
 
Exhibitors and Stalls 
 

Glomart Displays, Brandon   
Manufacturers of quality affordable display cases for model buses, transport 
prints and die cast models. 
 

Graham Lunn, Egham 
EFE models, magazines and 1000s of London Transport bus photos 
 
Nene Valley Railway, Wansford 
Good selection of good quality second-hand books on buses and related topics 
 
Chris Elkin, Alfreton 
EFE  & OOC Diecast models. Proceeds towards restoration of Southdown 
Queen Mary. 
 
London Omnibus Traction Society – LOTS 
London bus books, also our own publications 



 
1962 RM1403     403CLT 
This bus has a Leyland engine. It started service in 1963 on routes 36A and 
36B. It was withdrawn from service in 1983 and converted to open top. It has 
been in private hands since then and is currently based in Northamptonshire. 
 
1963 RM 1842    BFW544B 
This bus, converted to a mobile home is a frequent visitor to Glastonbury and 
was used by the “Make Poverty History” campaign in Edinburg in 2005. It has 
traveled from Lincolnshire. 
 
1964 Daimler CVG6    BNH 250C 
An ex Northampton Corporation double-decker with a Gardner engine and 
Roe body. This bus is still preserved in Northamptonshire. 
 
1964 AEC RM 2213 
One of the last 27’6” Routemasters, worked from Hackney garage on Route 6 
until 1998, still has all the original features for this type of bus. Re-paneled 
and repainted by the Lancastrian Transport Trust’s workshops in April 2007 
 
1965 Bristol MW    DNU20C 
Beautifully preserved ex-Midland General coach, 296 from Derbyshire. 
 
1965 Bristol Lodekka FLF    JAH552D 
Ex Eastern Counties FLF now converted to open top and owned by 
Stagecoach, probably one of the oldest working buses in their fleet. 
 
1965 RML 2391    JJD391D 
This is the “stretch” version of the Routemaster. An extra section increased 
the length to 30 feet and allowed an extra row of seats upstairs and downstairs, 
increasing the seating capacity to 72. This bus has also just been re-paneled 
and repainted expertly by the skilled coachbuilders at Blackpool’s BusWorks. 
 
1966 RML 2401   JJD401D 
Another long version of the Routemaster, re-engined with a Cummins “C” 
series engine. It has been preserved as it was withdrawn from service by 
Arriva on Route 38 in 2005. It is now based in Norfolk. 
 
1967 RML 2644    NML644E 
This Routemaster has an Iveco engine and is currently based in 
Cambridgeshire. 
 

So far as I know there have been two previous bus rallies in 
Peterborough, both in the city centre. The first on Sunday August 15th 
1993 was organised by Viscount Bus and Coach Company (still in 
existence as part of Stagecoach) to celebrate 90 years of public 
transport in the city. The second, on Sunday 22nd June 2003 was 
organised by Peterborough City Council to celebrate 100 years of 
public transport in Peterborough. I remember it well as it rekindled and 
interest in vintage buses and led to me buying two ex-London Transport 
Routemaster buses which are used several times a year to run free bus 
services between Sacrewell farm and Nene Valley Railway. Today’s 
event offers the opportunity to see a wide variety of buses and coaches 
from other parts of England. Some of them will be operating free 
services so that you can experience the nostalgic splendour of these old 
vehicles. 
 
I should like to thank all the bus owners, most of whom have traveled 
considerable distances today. I am very grateful to Stagecoach in 
Peterborough who are operating the free bus service to and from the 
City Centre. I should also like to thank everyone who has volunteered 
to help with the organisation of the rally. 
 
Please don’t get on any of the vehicles on display unless invited to do 
so. Please don’t take food or drink onto the buses and for your safety it 
is important to obey instructions from the driver and conductor. 
 
Please take as many photographs as you like. If any photographers are 
publishing their photos on the Internet, please email me the URL of 
your website so that I can post a link on the rally site. 
 
I hope you will enjoy today’s event and take the opportunity to visit 
exhibitors and stallholders as well as Sacrewell Farm and Nene Valley 
Railway. If there is enough interest the rally could become an annual 
event, perhaps as part of the Peterborough Festival. Keep an eye on the 
rally website www.pbr.dsl.pipex.com. If you have any comments or 
suggestions about the event and organisation I’d be grateful if you 
could email me at pbr@dsl.pipex.com. 
 
Christopher Dobbing 



Sacrewell Farm 
 

Visitors to the rally are welcome to use the restaurant, shop and toilets 
at Sacrewell Farm free of charge but it is well worth visiting the farm 
itself. There are friendly farm animals, the Shire Horse Centre, a 
working watermill dating from 1755. Tractor rides around the 550-acre 
working farm are always popular, or you can walk one of the farm 
trails.  If you are feeling more adventurous you could even try the 
family orienteering course.  Children have a choice of indoor or outdoor 
play areas to keep them amused once they have fed the animals. The 
next event is the Miniature Steam Rally and Model Engineers Fair on 
the weekend of the 21st and 22nd July. Vintage buses will be operating 
free services that weekend as well. 
 
Nene Valley Railway, Wansford Station 
 
This atmospheric preserved steam railway was reopened exactly 30 
years ago. The railway was used in the filming of the James Bond films, 
Octopussy and Goldeneye as well as, more recently, Poirot - Mystery of 
the Blue Train. It is the home of Thomas the Tank Engine. Unusually 
today’s trains are planned to be hauled by an American USA S160 
locomotive, 5197, which is visiting from the Churnet Valley Railway. 
There are round trips to Yarwell Junction and the Peterborough Nene 
Valley Station departing at 11:00, 12:45, 14:30 and 16:15. Those not 
wishing to travel on the train may still visit the shop, café, bookshop 
and other static exhibits. Events later this month include a special 
Diesel and Steam Weekend on the 16th & 17th , Traveling Post Office 
demonstrations on 23rd & 24th and Thomas’s Birthday Weekend on 30th 
and 1st July. 
 
Wansford Village 
 
The free bus services run every hour to Wansford. Why not stop off and 
visit this beautiful village on the banks of the River Nene? The ancient 
single lane bridge carries the shortest trunk road in the country, the 
A6118, only a few hundred yards long! There are three pubs, The Paper 
Mills Inn, Cross Keys and Haycock. All have real ale and serve food. 

Visiting Buses 
 

The owners of the following buses and coaches have confirmed they are 
planning to attend the rally but their appearance is not guaranteed. Other buses 
may come on the day but their details are not given here. They are listed in age 
order, staring with the oldest. 
 

1949 AEC RT 2291    KGU320 
There were about 7000 RT buses. The first was built in 1939 and the last came 
out of service in 1979. This type of bus was used in the 1963 film Summer 
Holiday. A beautifully preserved bus now preserved in Cambridgeshire 
 

1951 AEC RF 4    LUC204 
These buses were the first of London Transports new post-war single deckers, 
delivered in time to be used as coaches at the Festival of Britain. Later 
versions were a little longer and didn’t have curved glass panels in the roof. 
 

1953 AEC RT 4317    NLE891 
Another well preserved example of the RT type 
 

1954 Leyland PS2    CHG545 
This single decker was originally built with a rear entrance but was rebuilt in 
1959 as a front-entranced bus for driver only operation in Burnley. It was only 
withdrawn from service in 1997. The bus has traveled from West Yorkshire 
 

1957 AEC RMC 4    CRL4 
Prototype Routemaster coach was the only RM to be built by Eastern 
Coachworks. It has a door at the back and a higher standard of flooring and 
seating than the standard RM. It was used on London Country Buses, 
currently based in Bedfordshire. 
 

1960 Bristol MW6G    617DDV 
This beautiful Southern national Royal Blue Coach operated in the South and 
South West of England restored to original condition with fleet number 2250. 
 

1960 AEC RM 471    KVS601 
Original AEC engine. In service in London for 20 years before being sold to 
Kelvin Scottish, Glasgow where it worked until 1990. After a short spell 
working for Frontline in Birmingham, it is now based in Cambridgeshire. 
 

1961 AEC RM 737    WLT737 
Worked from London’s Putney, Muswell Hill and Leyton garages, withdrawn 
from service in 1983. Owned by the RM 737 Group in Buckinghamshire. 


